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In 1935, Rome Roberts published a 210 page diary of the 49th 

Minnesota Legislature titled The Minnesota Merry-Go-Round.  The 

title was derived from “The Washington Merry-Go-Round,” a popular  

column by Washington journalist Drew Pearson that was published in 

newspapers around the country from 1932 to 1969. Roberts’s book 

was profusely illustrated with drawings and portraits of legislators 

that made it an easy if not compulsive read. 

It is an understatement to say that Roberts was an irreverent 

observer of the legislature.  Here are two paragraphs of his account 

of activities on January 21, 1935, the opening day of the session 

(page 3): 

 

Roberts’s book was copyrighted, which prevents us from posting it; 

however, the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library acquired the 

right to publish it online, and a link to that edition is here: 

  

https://www.leg.state.mn.us/docs/nonmnpub/oclc04049167.pdf 

 


